RES. 123-13

Opposing “right to work” laws and the “Workplace Freedom” Constitutional Amendment and
promoting fair labor practices to support working families and our local community; and declaring an
emergency.

WHEREAS, anti-labor special interest groups are promoting a “right to work” law called “Workplace Freedom”
which is actually harmful to working families and the middle class; and

WHEREAS, “right to work” laws give multi-national corporations even more power to outsource jobs, cut
wages, and reduce benefits at the expense of workers, small businesses, and the local economy; and

WHEREAS, workers in states with “right to work” laws have a consistently lower quality of life than in other
states — lower wages, and higher poverty and infant mortality rates; and

WHEREAS, ‘“right to work” laws weaken the voices of our everyday heroes — our nurses, firefighters, police
officers, and first responders — by making it harder to bargain for safe staffing levels and necessary
equipment to keep us safe; and

WHEREAS, “right to work” laws will silence whistleblowers who are counted on to keep our workplaces safe,
protect consumer goods, services and products, and safeguard our natural resources and the environment;
and

WHEREAS, the implementation of “right to work” laws will erode the tax base that supports vital services in
our communities, such as education, public safety, roads, water, etc.; and

WHEREAS, less than two years ago, Ohio voters rejected a similar political attack on Ohio’s workers and the
middle class by overwhelmingly voting NO on Senate Bill 5/Issue 2, and it is clear that the sentiment of the
people of Toledo is that the collective bargaining rights of workers should be protected; and

WHEREAS, business and labor should work together to create good jobs and improve the economy, not be
distracted by extreme political positions that seeks to silence the voice of workers and drive down the middle
class; NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Council of the City of Toledo:

SECTION 1. That the City of Toledo takes the firm position to oppose so-called “right to work” laws and the
“Workplace Freedom” Constitutional Amendment as they are wrong for Toledo and wrong for the State of
Ohio.

SECTION 2. That this resolution is declared to be an emergency and shall take effect and be in force from
and after its passage. The reason for the emergency lies in the fact that the same is necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public health and safety and for the further reason that Toledo must show
immediate support for working families and the middle class in the face of the proposed “right to work” laws.

Vote on emergency clause: yeas 12, nays 0.
Adopted: April 2, 2013, as an emergency measure: yeas 11, nays 1.
Attest:

Gerald E. Dendinger Paula Hicks-Hudson
Clerk of Council President of Council



